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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 7/16/10 
has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 48-53, 57, 58, and 69-74 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Ishigouoka et al. (6,146,035) further in view of Niwa (6,1 13,294). 

With respect to claims 48, 50, 58 and 72, Ishigouoka et al. teaches in Fig. 1 a 
label printer for printing, said label printer comprising at least one print head, 1a, 
arranged to print an image, A, on a print medium (tape); and a cutting mechanism, 6, 
providing a cut, C1 and C2, on either side of the region, L4, between first and second 
areas of a print medium, defined by L2, as seen in Fig 10, wherein at least one of said 
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at least one print head, 1a, is arranged to start printing an image on said image 
receiving medium (tape) on one side of a cut, C1 , provided by cutting mechanism, 6, 
and to continue printing on the other side of said cut (to print the image in the second 
area following the first area, i.e. to continue printing). 

Note the language directed towards the label/tape and what is printed on the 
label/tape, i.e. "wherein the at least one print head is arrange to print a first background 
for one label and a different, second background for a second, subsequent label in a 
manner such that there is a region within which the first and second backgrounds meet 
to provided one of a blend between the first and second backgrounds and a boundary 
between the first and second background that is unclear", is not part of the claimed 
combination of a label printer, but rather reads as intended use of the label printer and 
it's recited structure, i.e. "one print head" and "cutter". Therefore, the language 
regarding the label and its background has been interpreted intended use language 
where the taught structure above is capable of performing the intended use language. 

Ishigouok et al. fails to teach the cutting mechanism provides at least one cut as 
being a partial cut. 

Niwa teaches in fig. 2 a similar printer as taught in Ishigouoka et al, where a 
cutting mechanism, 23, provides both full cutting and partial cutting in a multi-layered 
label tape. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to modify Ishigouok et al. by replacing the cutting mechanism, 6, and tape as 
taught by Ishigouok et al. with the cutting mechanism, 23, and label as taught by Niwa 
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in Fig. 2 because Niwa teaches in Col. 2 lines 35-37, the partial cutting capability only 
cutes the print layer of the tape when the printing unit prints area on the print layer of 
the tape. 

Note the method of claim 74 is performed by the taught structure of claim 48. 

With respect to claim 49, Ishigouoka et al. teaches in Fig. 1 a label printer for 
printing wherein the at least one print head, 1a, prints information, i.e. 311 and 312, on 
said region, L4, between said first and second labels, wherein the information is 
(capable, depending on what the user want printed on the tape) one of a group of an 
indication of tape remaining in a cassette received in the printer, a serial number 
numbering a label in a series of labels, and an indication of where a tab cut is located. 
Note, insofar as how these elements are determined or structurally defined to the printer 
of claim 49, the printer of Ishigouoka et al. is capable of printing information of a tape on 
any one of the listed group above. What is printed on the print medium is not a 
structural limitation that further defines the invention, but rather reads on how the recited 
structure is used. Therefore the taught structure above is capable of performing the 
intended use recited. 

With respect to claim 51 , Ishigouoka et al. as modified by Niwa teaches in Fig. 2 
of Niwa a label printer for printing wherein one of said cuts is a full cut. 
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With respect to claim 52, Ishigouoka et al. teaches in Fig. 1 a label printer for 
printing comprising a reverser, i.e. controller, arranged to reverse an image receiving 
material, 3a, on which the labels are capable of being arranged to be printed, Col. 12 
lines 25-33. 

With respect to claim 53, Ishigouoka et al. teaches in Fig. 1 a label printer for 
printing wherein said reverser, i.e. controller, is arrange to reverse the image receiving 
medium, 3a, from the cutter, 6, once cutter cuts at C2, to said at least one print head, 
1a, Col. 7 lines 16-35. 

With respect to claim 57, Ishigouoka et al. teaches in Fig. 1 a label printer for 
printing wherein the at least one print head, 1a, is arrange to print backgrounds on said 
first and second labels in different colors insofar as what is structurally recited. 

With respect to claims 69, 70 and 73, a printer Ishigouoka et al. teaches in Fig. 1 
a label printer wherein the printer is capable (via the print head) of printing information 
to a user on the region, wherein the information comprises one or more of: an indication 
of an amount of tape remaining in a cassette, a serial number numbering a label in a 
series of labels, and an indication of where a tab cut is located. 

Note what is printed on the print medium is not a structural limitation that further 
defines the invention, but rather reads on how the recited structure is used. Therefore 
the taught structure above is capable of performing the intended use recited. 
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With respect to claim 71, Ishigouoka et al. teaches in Fig. 1 a label printer 
wherein one or both of the cuts on either side of the region comprises a full cut, as seen 
in Fig. 6. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 7/16/10 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Regarding applicant's, specifically the printer shown in Figure 1 of Ishigouoka 
does not disclose first and second backgrounds of first and second labels meeting 
within a region. One can see from Figure 10 of Ishigouoka, which illustrates the result of 
printing using the printer illustrated in Figure 1, that backgrounds of adjacent labels are 
spaced well apart. Moreover, the argument there is no teaching in Ishigouoka of a first 
background of one label and a second background of a second, subsequent label 
blending, or of a boundary between the first and second backgrounds being unclear, the 
examiner would like to point out the language recited within the claims directed to the 
above argument reads as intended use of the recited structure. Therefore, Ishigouoka is 
capable of performing the recited intended use language. 

Also Ishigouoka clearly teaches a print head that prints an image and a cutting 
mechanism that performs cutting, as described above in the rejection of claim 48. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MATTHEW G. MARINI whose telephone number is 
(571)272-2676. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:00 to 5:00. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Judy Nguyen can be reached on (571)-272-2258. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Matthew G Marini/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2854 



